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HOW THESE FIGURES  
WERE DETERMINED

“Current military” includes Dept. of Defense 
($707 billion) and the military por-

tion from other departments as noted in current 
military box above ($162 billion). “Past military” 
represents veterans’ benefits plus 80% of the inter-
est on the debt.* For further explanation, please go 
to www.warresisters.org.
 These figures are from an analysis of detailed 
tables in the Analytical Perspectives book of the 
Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal 
Year 2012. The figures are federal funds, which do 
not include trust funds — such as Social Security 
— that are raised and spent separately from in-
come taxes. What you pay (or don’t pay) by April 
18, 2011, goes to the federal funds portion of the 
budget. The government practice of combining 
Trust and Federal funds began during the Vietnam 
War, thus making the human needs portion of the 1040 Forms and Instructions 2010,

Federal Outlays for FY 2009
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WHERE YOUR INCOME TAX  
MONEY REALLY GOES

U.S. FEDERAL BUDGET 2012 FISCAL YEAR

$164  
BILLION

$218  
BILLION

$869 BILLION

analysis includes non-DoD activity based on 
coding and on the military nature of the activity, 
such as armed agents on flights, border control, 

DoD space flights, etc.

$1,093 
BILLION

$503  
BILLION

        $117 
      billion 
    for wars 
    in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, 
 Pakistan

budget seem larger and the military portion 
smaller. 

*Analysts differ on how much of the debt stems from the 
military; other groups estimate 50% to 60%. We use 80% 
because we believe if there had been no military spending most 
(if not all) of the national debt would h ave been eliminated. 

Non-MILITARY: 52% AND $1,475 BILLION

MILITARY: 48% AND $1,372 BILLION

15%
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Send them copies of this flyer.

wartax 
boycott.org

Death & Taxes,

refusing to pay for war

WHAT YOU CAN DO
RESOURCES

War Tax Resistance: A Guide to Withholding Your 
Support from the Military

LOCAL CONTACT: 
If no group is listed, check for a WRL chapter on the website 
below, or start your own. Contact WRL for more information.

THE PERMANENT WAR ECONOMY

SOURCE  

Wand other essential services, military contractors are laughing 

all the way to the bank. On Jan. 17, 2011, media attention was given 

to the 50th anniversary of  former President and General Dwight D. 

Eisenhower’s warning that “we must guard against the acquisition of  

industrial complex.” Today Congress is part of  that complex, with 

and corporations. 

Ready for a change? See below and take action!

New Priorities Network  

True Cost of War  

Healthcare Not Warfare  

CODE PINK: Bring Our War $$ Home  

Campaign to Bring Our War $$ Home  

Bring the $Billion$ Home  

Peace Economy Project  

25 Percent Solution  

Campaign for Smart Security  

25 Teachers’ Salaries  

Our Funds  

Global Day of Action on Military Spending 

. . . or start your own campaign!

“The wars in Iraq and Af

ghanistan — not to mention the 

Pentagon’s voracious appetite 

for expensive weapons systems 

— have been a gold mine for the 

Big Five.”
1
2
3
4
5

 
New York Times,

“[O]ur analysis suggests that 

terrorism.”

“Together we must learn how 

to compose differences, not with 

arms, but with intellect and 

decent purpose.”

CAMPAIGNS

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

1 6 11 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56

P R O J E C T E D  S P E N D I N G

 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

U.S. Department of Defense
1965 - 2020 

VIETNAM
WAR

REAGAN
ESCALATION

GULF 
WAR AFGHANISTAN 

& IRAQ WARS


