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Just as the South was
starved to death during
the Civil War, our
country is killing its
poor. We are now
turning out one new
bomb in the US every
eight hours, while
families in this country
are starving. Thatis
what the Walk s all
about. . .Wehave to
learn our rights, and
teach our kids the truth:
There is a difference
between dying of an
overdose like a dog, and
dying for your freedom.

—Reverend
James Orange
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New Orleans, April 5—left to right in front: Rev. Bernard Lee, southern coordinator of the Continental
Walk for Southern Christian Leadership Conference; Jim Dombrowski, longtime civil rights activist in
the south; Rev. Avery Alexander, New Orleans member of the State Legislature; Jim Peck, veteran of the
Freedom Rides; Hiroshi Sera, Buddhist monk from Japan; Dr. Samuel Cook, president of Dillard Uni-
versity (starting point for the Walk); Anne Braden, coordinator of Southern Organizing Committee; Rev.
S.C. Harvey, New Orleans leader of SCLC; Rev. T. Crockett of SCLC and Ed Hedemann, national Walk
coordinator for War Resisters League.
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Sunday, April 4th, the eighth anniversary of Dr.Martin
Luther King’s assassination, was the day that Southern
Walk organizers chose to begin the long Walk through the
South; a Walk to be distinguished by its many harass-
ments, arrests and the particularly hostile terrain through
which it travelled. Reverend Bernard Lee of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (organizers of the
Southern leg of the Walk) spoke at the April 4th Shake-
speare Park rally in New Orleans of the frustration of
Southern Blacks, especially those a generation removed
from the nonviolent campaigns of their parents. He warned
that the young are committed to survival and are impatient
with the so-called ‘“New South’’; an impatience, Lee
warned, that could lead to violence if present nonviolent
methods do not succeed in bringing to the South an atmo-
sphere of true freedom and social justice.

On the morning of April 5th, the Southern Walk began
from Dillard University in New Orleans. A group of high
school students accompanied the Walk part of the way to
Kenner, Mississippi, before returning to their classes.

The next day, soon after setting out from Kenner, local
police asked the walkers to leave the highway. Reverend
Lee negotiated with the police as walkers sang’’Ain’t Gonna
Let Nobody Turn Me Around,” which apparently con-
vinced the police not to try. The Walk from Kenner ended in
front of the home of Gary Tyler, Black frameup victim on
Death Row in Angola prison, with walkers singing ‘"We
Shall Overcome.”” Unexpectedly, a Black State Trooper
who had accompanied the Walk through Kenner offered
that he was on the side of the walkers, and had himself
participated in freedom marches. Walkers greeted his sup-
port with enthusiastic applause. It was later learned that he
was the first Black to be employed as a Louisiana State
Trooper.

In St. Francisville, a small community north and east of
New Orleans, 300 local residents turned out for a Walk
rally, and the next day 150 people walked to the town bor-
der. 30 continued along with the long distance walkers until
they were arrested; charged with ““disrupting the flow of
traffic,”” “"disorderly conduct,’” etc. Tear gas was used to
make the arrest, though all walkers remained peaceful
during their detainments. Eventually all of the 30 arrested
were released from the West Feliciana Parish jail on their
own recognizance,

The day after the arrests, 100 St. Francisville residents,
unintimidated, turned out to be with the Walk. The sheriff
in St. Francisville was reported to have commented that he
didn’t like people coming in and '’stirring up my niggers.”’
All but one of those arrested were Black, more than half
were women.

Throughout Mississippi local authorities continued to
refer to Southern walkers as ‘‘boys’’ and ‘‘girls’’ and
did not cooperate in planning routes through towns and
controlling traffic.

— James Orange
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Arespite from the pavement
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