
The Continental Walk
for Disarnrament e, Social Justice

for o dqy or tw@ooo

San Francisco to Washington/January to October/1976

On August 6, 1945, with thq atomic bombing of the people of Hiroshima, war should have become unthinkable. Whatever
war had been before the nuclear age, whatever logic human beings and nations had used to justify the slaughter of their
neighbors, on that day war became, indisputably, a crime against humanity.
Today, thirty years later, war remains a crime against humanity. That fact is still not clear to citizens of the United States.
It is still not clear to our neighbors on planet Earth. Most dangerously of all, it is still not clear to the leaders o{
governments, to those who now have it in their power to destroy us and our planet.

Since 1945 we, as Americans and as human beinp, have been preparing death for ourselves. We have been preparing
death for future generations. It is the death of nuclear annihilation. We are unable to express the human meaning, which
is the only real meaning, of nuclear war, other than to say that it would likely be total death-of ourselves, our
civilization, our planet.

Since 1945 we have been waging another kind of war on our neighbors. It is the death of sickness for which there- is not
enough medicine. It is the death of starvation because there is not enough food. To prevent nuclear war lies within our
power. But what of those who are dying now because we attend to military matters before we heed the cries of htrman
suffering?

For thirty years the great powers have talked about disarmament. They have called for disarmament while planning new
weapons. They have denounced each other while budgeti4g more funds for death. They have talked to us of arms control
while making their bombs and missiles more and more deadly. And today the nations of the world are more heavily armed
than ever.

Thirty years have passed, and it is still not clear to all that war has become a crime against humanity.

Thirty years have passed, and it is still not clear to all that to prepare for war is to make war
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WE CONSIDER THIS:

o -fhe nations of the world have spent S4.5 trillion
( $-1.500,000.000,000) for "military securiry" since I946.
o 'I-his vear thev will spend upwards of $2a0 billion for
''rnilitarv security. "
r -f he t.lnited States accounts for over I / ) oJ all mzlitary
Lxper,tditures on the planet.
o J'he nuclear arsenal of the Llnited Srates now holds the
crluivalent ol 615,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs, enough to
annihilate evcrv major Soviet city 36 times. T'he Soviet
Llnion can level cvery major American city 11 rimes.
o Tltc Sottet Llnz'oz continues to deploy an average of one
ncrr nuclear weapon every 48 hours. Tie Llnited, States
continues to deplov one new nuclear weapon every 8 hours.
o 'I'lrere are already over 500 nuclear reactors operating in
.15 countries. One by,product of nuclear power, besides the
enormous environmental hazards, is plutonium, which can
bc usr:d to manufacture nuclear wea Pons.

o In addition to the presenr nuclear club the United
States, the Soviet Union, France, Great Britain, China, and
Irrdia- there are at least 22 other nations that have or soon
will have the means to produce nuclear explosives.

THEN WE CONSIDER:

. 'I'he United Nations World Food Program has an annual
budget n,hich the U.S. Department of Dcfense alone
outspends every 14 hours.
t ltt 1972 world expenditures for public education
averaged $168 per school-age child; world military
expenditures were $10,405 per soldier.

o That same year worldwide military research and
development consumed $25 billion, while medical research
rcce ived only $'t biilion; total r'r,'orldwide governmerlt
expcnditures on health care are only half as large as

military expenditures.
o Emplolment stLrdies in the United States consister-rtly
inclicate that military spending yields far feu'er jobs per
clollar than almost any other form of government spending.
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WE CALL ON OTHERS TO ACT

\\'t'call on othcr peoplcs in othcr lands, as thcv rvatch the

I)roer ess of r\mcricans frorn thc \{'cst Coast tou,ard the
capital of the tJnited States, more than three ti'rousand
milcs distant, to considcr organizing their orvn rvalks to
Paris. to Nloscorv, to Pckins. to f-ondon, to New Delhi to
clernand that their governments also realize that the
strucrurc of arms is crushing the pcoplc and threatening
the future.
We call on scientists in evt.ry nation to refuse to cooperate
in thc development of new weapons svstems and to direct
their energies instead to the improvement of human life.

We call on trade unions in every nation to refuse to build
\\'eapons and instead to insist on the d)nstructive use of
thlir nation s rcsour(es.

Wc call on voung men and women in evcrv nation to resist
thcir govt-rnrnents' efforts to conscript them or use thc
economic crisis to channel them into becomine part of the
machinery of dcath.

\\ e call on all people to resist paving the taxes that buy the
machincry of death.

It is our deepest hope that this Continental Walk will help
summon action on a national and international scale,
action that will cause the great powers to seriouslv begin
chansins their policies based on military might and mutual
terror, that ruill cause rhe developing nations to begin to see

the ultimate folly of competing to join the nuclear club,
that rvill cause all nations to see the crying need for
disarmament and a reordering of priorities.
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WE NEED TO ACT

We ask you to join with us in a Continental Walk for
Disarmament and Social Justice, a walk which will cross
i/8 of the planet's surface. It may seem to many to be a
small and weak action in the face of the high councils of
government. But the case for disarmament must be taken
to the people, town by town. There is a powerful symboi in
this simple action of walking, a realization that great goals
are reached slowly, and that so fundamental a change as
w,e demand must beqin in our neighborhoods and our
communities. For here is where the issues must be
discussed, and here is where rrue action witl begin.

Military spending priorities continue to rob our sisters and
brothers on this planet of dignity and even of life itself,
while continuing to fuel the fires of inflation and
unemployment. Foreign policies based on fear and mistrust
continue to foster ever-increasing arms stockpiles. Nuclear
arms continue to threaten total destruction. Non nuclear

olo a aa ii

arms continue to be used to repress social change and to
preserve patterns of injustice, rvhile carrying the risk of
escalation from limited war to total nuclear war.

We cannot wait for the governments to act of their own
accord. We know that those who control the governments
are trapped in the illusion that militarism can defend the
interests of their nations and their peoples. The last thirtv
years have shown that, without massive public pressure,
governments will not take a single step towar.l
disarmament. Only after extraordinary international
pressure, including mass demonstrations, direct actions,
and civil disobedience, did the United States and the Soviet
Union finally end the atmospheric testing of nuclear
weaPons.

It is u'e the people who have allowed these militarr
machines to be builr. and it is we who can dismantle them
by our action. It is in our power to say no to the machinerv
of death. It is in our power to say yes to life and future.
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DISARMAMENT_
THE REVOLUTIONARY IMPERATIVE

It is in this spirit that we invite you to join rvith us in our
rnarch across the length and breadth of this countrv durins
thc celebration of its 200th year.

We invite you to join rvith us in declaring or.rr
independcncc from the machinery of death. We invite -vou
to join ruith us in dcclaring our interdependence rvith our
nt:ighbors on all parts of the globe.

Today, almost two centuries after the start of the American
Revolution, the revolutionarv act is disarmament. -I'he

revolutionary act is to identify and eliminate the causes of
rvar, rvhich lie in the sexual and social and economic
structures of our societies. The revolutionary act is to
recognize that life and survival will come from our
willineness to struggle against all rvho hold power over
other human lives. The revolutionary act is to divest

oursrives of all porver that is power over othcr hurnan Iivcs.

Thc Llnitcd States u,as the first nation to unleash the horror
of nuclear r.var. Norv it possesses an arsenal of death
unrivalled in human historv. It is fitting that we shoulcl
rcneu- ourselves in 1976, the year of the Bicentennial, that
uc as residents of this countrv should lead the rvav in
clcmonstrating that peace and disarmament arc in uur
interest and the interest of all humankind.

We believe that every step taken by each person on the
Walk across the nation will be a step toward the distant but
'"'ital goal of disarmament, tolt'ard survival, tou'arcl the
alleviation of human suffering, toward the elimination of
the causes of war.

We believe that disarmament is the greatest and most

urgent challenge facins humanity. We will begin walkins
to meet that challenge in early 1976. We hope that vou u'ill
join your steps with ours.
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THE WALK

The Continental Walk for Disarmament and Social Justice will begin January 31, 19?6 in San Francisco and end in Washington,
D.C., in October.

The Walk will be composed of a series of links. Each community will be part of a reiay-picking up where the last leaves off and
ending where the next community will pick up. The average distance traveled wili be 35 miles in two days' time.

Each link of the Walk might include teach-ins, speak-outs, and a dernonstration or other action at a military installation, I'ederai
Building, military contractor, nuclear power plant, etc. The demonstratiorl may contrast specifie needs of the community with what
exists at the demonstration site.

Organizers and walkers will be encouraged not simply to walk through their communities but to incorporate the Walk into an
on-going project or use the Walk to initiate a proiect.

The issues raised will be two kinds: local and national/international. The national/international issues will be a call for
disarmament, a simultaneous shift of economic priorities away frorn militarism and toward meeting domestic and global human needs,
and removal of the causes of war. The local issues will be determined by the people organizing the various links of the Walk but are
expected to be connected with the national/international themes.

PURPOSES OF THE WALK

1) to raise the issue of disarmament through uailateral artion as a first step toward pushing disarmament to the top of the public
agenda;
2) to educate about nonviolent resistance as a means superior to armaments in defense of all people;
3) to demonstrate how our global and domestic and economic problems are interconnected with militarism and the causes of war, and
how solutions to these problems rnust include dealing with the problem of sexism, i'acism, miiitarism, and other causes of war;
4) to recast the significance of the Bicentennial in light of the arms race and related problems;
5) to encourage cooperation among people working for peace, social change, and sexual, racial and economic justice;
6) to encourage inquiry into the deepest connection between sexual, racial, and economic violence and the violence of wat';
7) to listen to the voices ofpeople across the country who suffer because we have not disarmed; to seek ways to help their voices be
heard, at the local and state level, as well as at the national levell rve lr'ill collect grievances from people for presentation to
government officials;
8) to encourage a renewal ol demonstrations and intensified action around the country and eventually around the world on the issue ol
disarmament.

SEND IN THE COUPON
We need people to lend their feet to help us Walk across the Continent. We need people to lend their organizing skills to make thost,
links meet and to continue with the r*'ork in their ow'n communities. We need people to cont-ribute money to help prepare, pul;li<.ize ,

and move walkers from community to communilty. We need people to distribute copies of this Call to their friends :Lnd nr:ighbors.
Please join with us in any way you can and fill out the coupon below.

The Continental Walk is sponsored by: American Friends Service Cornmittee, Catholic Peace Fellorvship, Catholic Worker, Clergy &
Laity Concerned, Episcopal Peace Fellowship, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Gray Panthers, Lutheran Peace Feliowship, Nati,onal
Assembly of Women Religious, National Council for Universal & Unconditional Amnesty, Pax Christi, People's Partv, Promoting En.
during Peace, Sane, Socialist Part-v, U.S.A., Southern Christian Leadership Conference, War Resisters [,eague, War'Iax Resistance,
Women Strike for Peaee, Women's International League for Peace and Freidorn, and World Fellowship. Endorsing Groups: Interna-
tional Confederation for Disarmament and Peace, International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Japan Buddha Sangiia, Japanese Com-
mittee Against A & H Bombs (Gensuikyo), and lVar Resisters'International.

lrldiuidual signers of the Walk Call includ.e: Ralph Abernathy, Bella Abzug, Robert AIpern, l\,lichael Anania, Joan Baez, Richard Barnet, Norma Becker,
Anne l\4. Bennett, Dan Berrigan, Philip Berrigan, Albert Bigelow, Robert Biy, Juiian Bond, Kay Boyle, Harry Boyte, Anne Braden, lVillen Brand, David
Brower, Robert McAfee Brown, Stephen G, Cary, Joseph Chaikin, Cesar Chavez, Noam Chomsky, Rev" William Sloane Coffin, Dorothy Day, Karen
DeCrow, Dave Dellinger, Ron Dellums, Shelley Dougiass, James Douglass, l\4ost Rev. Carroll T, Dozier, l\,4artin DuLrerman, Daniel Elisberg, Barbara
Ehrenreich, Richard Falk, Sissy Farenthold, lVlimi Farina, Jules Feiffer, W.H. Ferry. Lawrence Ferlinghetti, James Fl. Forest, Horruard Frazier, Larry Gara,
Nicoia Geiger, Euell Gibbons, Allen Ginsberg, Dick Gregory, Ed Guinan, Bishop Thomas J. Gumbletr:n, N/ike Harrington, David Harris, James Haughton,
Tom Hayden, Dorothy Healey, Nat Hentoff, Donald Kalish, Ying Lee Kelley, Honey Knopp, [\4argaret Kuhn, Corliss Lamonr, Bernar<J Lee, Shirley Lens,
Sid Lens, ll/alter Lowenfels, Brad Lyttle, Dwight l\4acdonald, Paul Mayer, Elizabelh l\,4cAlister, David lVlcReynolds, Stewart N/leacham, Seymour N4elman,
Eve I\4erriam, Joe IVliller, Parren I\4itchell, Rt. Rev. Paul IVloore, Jr., Holly Near, Grace Paley, Sidney Peck, Charles Hangle, I\4arcus Raskin, Brewster
Rhodes, I\4uriel Flukeyser, Ed Sanders, l\,4artin Sostre, Benjamin Spock, Dorothy R. Ste{fens, Glcria Steinem, l.F. Stone, Paul Sweezey, John Swom!ey,
Ethel Taylor, Studs Terkel, Ruth MacL.ennan Uphaus, Willard Uphaus, Jean Claude van ltallie, George l'1/ald, Art Waskow, Cora Weiss, Beverly Woodward,
N4argaret Wright, Peter Yarrow, Andrew Young, Ron Young, Frank P.Zeidler, Cari Zietlow, lrma Zigas.

rlrrllrrlllatrarttrlrSlttltrrtlarrlttlrlrrlttrrtrtlrlrrlttrrllfrrrrlrtt
THE CONINENTAL WALK, 339 Lafayette Street, New York, N.Y. 10O12

narne phone

address

city.... state. ..zip
tr I support the Walk, please keep rne inforrned.
tr I would like to walk through my community.
t I would like to sponsor a long dtslance walker.
f I would like to be an organizer for the Walk in my city/region.
tl I arn willing to house sorne of the walkers if they stop in my community.
Ll Enclosed is $.... . to help with the organizing expenses.
t-r I can help in other ways.
tr Plese send... copies of this Call to rne; enclosecj is $.........to cover expenses.

'l 5d each, 5 for 35d, 1 00 for $3.50, 1 000 for $30
3/76
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